AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 30, 2009
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 20, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 639

Introduced by Senator Calderon

February 27, 2009

An act to add Section—255063-56 23396.6 to the Business and
Professions Code, relating to alcoholic beverages.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 639, as amended, Calderon. Alcoholic beverage licensees:tasting
permits: on-sale tasting license.

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Act contains various provisions
regulating the application for, the issuance of, the suspension of, and
the conditions imposed upon, alcoholic beverage licenses by the
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. Existing law provides for
various annual fees for the issuance of alcoholic beverage licenses
depending upon the type of license issued.

This bill would add-a an on-sale tastingpermit license to the Alcoholic

Beverage Control Act which would aIIow theee%mﬁhe’:deﬁ&des*:gﬁa{e

B—Heensed—te—seH—as—speemed Ilcensee to furnlsh tastes of alcohollc

beverages to consumers subject to specified limitations. The bill would
impose an annual fee for a tasting permit of-$256 $750, which would
be deposited in the Alcohol Beverage Control Fund-ard-woeuldHbe-tsed

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Act provides that a violation of its
provisions is a misdemeanor, unless otherwise specified.

Corrected 5-4-09—See last page. 97



SB 639 —2—

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 23396.6 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

23396.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
division, the department may issue to the holder of any off-sale
retail license an on-sale tasting license for premises operated in
conjunction with and immediately adjacent to the off-sale licensed
premises.

(b) The provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 23815)
of Chapter 5 do not apply to the issuance of on-sale tasting
licenses. In all other respects, on-sale tasting licenses shall be
considered on-sale retail public premises licenses.

(c) Anon-sale tasting license authorizes the licensee to furnish
tastes of alcoholic beverages to consumers subject to the following
limitations:

(1) There shall be no charge for the tasting.

(2) Tastings shall be limited to those alcoholic beverages
authorized to be sold by the licensee under its off-sale license.

(d) An on-sale tasting license shall not be eligible for issuance
of a caterer’s permit or event permit pursuant to Section 23399.

(e) The department may impose reasonable conditions upon the
on-sale tasting license including, without limitation, conditions
necessary to insure segregation of the on-sale tasting premise from
the off-sale retail premise and to insure exclusion of persons under
21 years of age from the on-sale tasting premise.

(f) An application for a license under this section shall be
accompanied by a fee of seven hundred fifty dollars ($750). The
annual renewal fee for a license issued under this section shall be
seven hundred fifty dollars ($750). Fees collected pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the Alcohol Beverage Control Fund.
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SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XI111B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.

CORRECTIONS:
Text—Page 5.
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